Victoria Zavattero
November 19, 1958 - December 15, 2020

Victoria Zavattero was born on 11/19/58 in Sacramento CA and passed away from
stomach cancer on 12/15/20 surrounded by her family. She graduated from UC Berkeley
and began her career at SMUD shortly after. Before her retirement, she was the Director
of Research & Development at SMUD where they focused on energy development &
efficiencies. She worked there for more than 30 years. Over the last decade she led the
development and implementation of SMUDs innovative Smart Grid Program and
Community Choice Aggregation Services for other local communities.
She is survived by her children Will and Joey, her sisters Liz and Sherrie, her brother Joe,
her mom Mona, her ex-husband Eric, her nephews Keegan and Marco, and her nieces
Kristin, Shawna, Faith, Shannon, Amber, and Gina.
Vicky loved to spend time with her boys. She loved to travel w/family & friends and was an
avid reader her whole life.
There will be no service. In lieu of flowers please send donations to the American Cancer
Society.

Comments

“

I found out a little late about Vicky's passing, but I worked closely with her during my
short tenure at SMUD. I had great respect and fondness for her intellect, drive, and
creativity. Although we only worked together for about 8 months, my experience
working closely with Vicky really had an impact on me.
Warmest wishes to the family, and I hope for the utmost peace for Vicky in whatever
comes next.

Brian Stevens - June 14, 2021 at 07:44 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Tony Waters - May 19, 2021 at 12:51 AM

“

I came across this the other day. Tony Waters twaters@csuchico.edu
Tony Waters - May 19, 2021 at 12:52 AM

“

I was lucky enough to work with Vicky for more than 26 years at SMUD. For most of
those years we worked in similar fields, mostly in energy conservation. When we
started in the late 70's the field was new and challenging. Vicky was a tireless
promoter of the pioneering programs SMUD launched and she kept us in the
forefront with her passion and her management skills.
Beyond being a great manager, Vicky was a dedicated athlete. I can remember
several local races we enjoyed, usually with Janis, including the Apple Hill Run,
Davis Turkey Trot, Chevy's to Chevy's, and the Friday night runs along the
Sacramento River levee. She was a tough competitor, whether it was a fun run or
applying for grants to support SMUD's programs.
Her family should know how much she was admired and respected. Her passing is a
loss for all of us. Her family is in my thoughts.
Hugh Fowler

Hugh Fowler - January 16, 2021 at 07:18 PM

“

I am so sad to lose Vicky. She was my warm, beautiful, brilliant, talented friend for 30
years and I will miss her. We met in SMUD’s first resource planning department. We
would go for long periods of time when we were just busy with other things or
working in different areas and then we would get together and it was like no time had
passed. I believed she could do anything. When grants became available for utilities
under the recovery act in 2009, SMUD wanted to put something together to apply for
it and we wanted a project lead who had broad enough content knowledge to pull all
the pieces together. Everyone agreed that Vicky was the right person. Typical for her,
she went above and beyond in putting together a comprehensive, technically
complex and politically strategic proposal and succeeded in getting a $125 million
grant from DOE for the Smart Grid project – the only California utility to do so. It was
an amazing achievement.
I know she had many close friends who will miss her greatly. My heart goes out to
her sons and the rest of her family. I hope they will get some comfort in knowing how
much she was loved and respected by everyone who knew her.
Linda Carey Johnson

Linda Johnson - December 30, 2020 at 06:57 PM

“

We were so shocked and saddened to hear that Vicky has passed away. Our families
got to know each other through our kids since we each have two sons that are the
same age who were friends going through school. Vicky was a kind, smart, generous
person and a devoted mom. I was always glad to spend time with her at school
events, in the bleachers cheering for our sons teams or going out to lunch. Vicky was
very modest but it was obvious she was successful and well-respected in her career.
Above all, she was a family-oriented person who loved her sons dearly and was so
proud of them. She will be missed and remembered — you are all in our thoughts.

Susan and Ken Pettinato - December 30, 2020 at 02:52 PM

“

Jana and I were both terribly saddened to hear of Vicky’s passing. We were both
long time work colleagues of Vicky’s, and knew her as supremely talented and willing
to take on the toughest challenges that most would have run away from. Vicky was
very intelligent, but beyond that, highly strategic, whose thinking was like an intricate
game of chess where only at the end was it clear how the pieces fit together.
Vicky was a very private person, but was very open about how proud she was of her
two sons and her closeness to her other family members. She was always very
sensitive and thoughtful toward others. When I left SMUD a few years ago, Vicky
was the first to reach out and she made sure over lunch that I didn’t vanish without a
goodbye. When she left work a year later, we had what was sadly, our last lunch
together. We will both miss Vicky greatly and hold her family in our thoughts. “May
her memory be a blessing”.
Marty and Jana Katz

Marty Katz - December 28, 2020 at 07:35 PM

“

We were shocked to learn of Vicky’s passing. She was definitely taken from all of us
far too soon.
I (Warren) worked with Vicky at SMUD for nearly 25 years. Although she could often
appear, shall we say, less than totally organized, when it came to getting the work
done, Vicky was absolutely one of the brightest and most astute people I have
known. And she was fun! Whether it was rolling our eyes at the latest re-org,
laughing at the assumptions in the new 10 Year Plan or sharing the freshest gossip,
Vicky made coming to work a much more enjoyable experience. Some things
seemed funnier after the fact, like the time she pulled rank on me and deputized me
to meet in the enclosed office with the pair of visiting German energy researchers
who had terrible BO.
We were also fortunate to enjoy Vicky’s company away from work, most memorably
on trips to Italy and Greece in 1993 and 1994 with Jan Foreman (Jan Poppe at the
time). Part of the Italy trip included a day hiking the Cinque Terre trail between the 5
picturesque coastal villages. Vicky was intent on employing her analytical skills to
determine the best “snake position.” Her theory on this varied throughout the day.
Sometimes she thought being first was best because you could get past before the
snakes knew our group was approaching. Other times she would hang back to let the
rest of us take the snake frontal assault. We never did see snakes, but Vicky was
prepared!
In Greece we spent several days driving around the large island of Crete. Every
intersection was an adventure as we all had our differing interpretations of what the
traffic signs in Greek were saying. Many of you probably know that Vicky did not like
—let’s say hated—hot weather. (Every time there’s a heatwave, Ed and I say to each
other “Right now Vicky’s saying IT’S SO HOT!”) Unfortunately on the day we had
scheduled a trip to the sacred Greek isle of Delos , they were having an unusual
early summer heat wave. Delos has not been inhabited for 1,600 years and is an
essentially a treeless island of ancient ruins. Very picturesque, but pretty much no
shade anywhere. Vicky was a trooper, but that day must have set a record for “It’s so
hot”s. We were on a guided tour with a very earnest guide who wanted to make sure
we got to see all the important sites. At one point it appeared that another tour group
had doubled back to the island’s only snack stand for cold drinks. We can still hear
Vicky wailing, “How come THEY get to go to the snack stand?” On a related note,
Vicky once said to me that she didn’t think the energy saving thermostat
recommendation of 68 degrees was that onerous until she realized that was the
winter setting, not summer.
Vicky was so much fun to be with that we actually followed her halfway around the
world, visiting her in Australia when she had a consulting contract to help the
provincial government with energy planning. The adventure we’ll never forget was
doing the dinner trolley in Melbourne where they had outfitted an old streetcar to
serve white tablecloth dinners while taking a 3 hour journey around the city. Since the
Aussie staff made sure that your wine glass was never less than quarter full, it’s
probably just as well that we don’t have photos of what we looked like by the time we
stumbled off the trolley at the end of the meal.

We really miss Vicky and hope that these memories give her family a sense of the
joy that she brought to our lives.
Warren Lindeleaf and Ed Hall

Warren Lindeleaf - December 23, 2020 at 09:11 PM

“

Thanks for sharing Warren. I know the trips she took with you and Ed were some of her
fondness memories. If you — or anyone else — happens to know how to get in touch with
some of her other friends from way back, please feel free to pass on the sad news. I know
she had lots of great memories with her friends Josette, Diane, Debra and Shelly but we
have not been able to find contact info for them. I believe you knew them all as well.
Thanks.
Eric - December 26, 2020 at 01:38 PM

“

Vicky and I were co-workers at SMUD and then we became neighbors in El Dorado
Hills. Vicky, Eric, Will and Joey lived down the street. Joey and my youngest
daughter became fast friends. Many occasions when I would need to pickup Sydney
at Joey's house or Vicky would need to pickup Joey at our house. The kids always
knew that they had another hour to play because Vicky and I would get into a
discussion of SMUD and ways we could save the world through policy and programs.
Always a great discussion because Vicky was so smart and knew how to frame
things into solutions. As has been said, Vicky loved her boys and was so proud of
them. Will and Joey please please remember that. The world is a lesser place with
the loss of Vicky. She will be missed.

Richard, Paige & Sydney Oberg - December 22, 2020 at 07:46 PM

“

That would be Richard, Paige & Sydney Oberg
Richard Oberg - December 22, 2020 at 07:47 PM

“

I, too was shocked to hear of Vicky's passing. I remember her fondly as we worked
endlessly on excruciating details when renovating, restoring or redecorating her
many homes! Vicky LOVED houses! She LOVED real estate! Her appreciation for
detail was a gift. I loved working with her because she understood 'form follows
function', I remember their home on 38th Street in East Sac, and creating special
environments for her young boys. A 'new' period kitchen to mirror the beautiful
architecture of her vintage home. Home restoration was a passion of hers. Life took
her back up to El Dorado Hills for the boys schooling and to be closer to her sisters.
Always, she had her sights on yet another move. I know she is up in heaven
redecorating! My heart goes out to Will and Joey, and her amazing, helpful sisters
who she relied on and have been there for her through a lot of changes in her life.
God bless you all. I will remember her with a big smile.

Claudia Bordin - December 22, 2020 at 04:11 PM

“

Eric,
I am so sorry to hear of Vicky's passing. It is a complete shock to me and took me a
day or so to reflect (grieve). Eric, having worked with you in the past for a few years
and working with Vicky for about 34 years, it was such a blessing to know you both.
Vicky will be so forever missed but not forgotten. She often told me about the time
when I said that your sons would like the "Ernest Goes to Camp" movies. Good slap
stick stupid comedy. She told me the boys liked it. Eric, seeing the pictures you
posted reminds me of the early days. So much fun. Even remembering now when
Vicky ran her car up the ice plants along the freeway by 59th street. Craig Sherman

Craig Sherman - December 21, 2020 at 06:27 PM

“

I was truly saddened to hear of Vicky’s passing. I worked for Vicky most of my career
at SMUD and owe her a huge debt of gratitude. She was always smart and caring.
She made sure her team was well taken care of and she provided me with many of
the opportunities I had to grow and develop. Though I never met her boys she talked
fondly about them often. My deepest condolences to Vicky’s family; they lost a truly
amazing person.

Michelle Yung Kirby - December 21, 2020 at 11:12 AM

“

My sympathies go to with Vicky's Mother, two sons (Will and Joey), Sisters, Brother
and ex-husband. I just found out about her passing today seeing the listing in the
Sacramento Bee. I was stunned because I did not know that she was ill. Vicky was
an outstanding person! She had all of the great qualities of a person that adds good
to the world. I worked with Vicky at SMUD, having preceded her as Director of R&D. I
feel privileged to have known Vicky. My best wishes for her happy memories to live
on with her family and close friends

Michael DeAngelis - December 21, 2020 at 01:04 AM

“

I worked with Vicky at SMUD for about 6 years and I am so deeply saddened to hear
of her passing. I cannot believe she is gone.
Vicky and I had so many laughs and good times - the time she dropped her phone in
the toilet during a break at a leadership meeting and she was next to present. We
laughed until we cried in that bathroom as she retrieved it and I rushed to the
cafeteria to get rice. In true Vicky style, she went back to the meeting and presented
flawlessly and no one ever knew what just happened!
Then the time that I was suppose to present some data at her staff meeting and I
couldn't get the presentation to work. In true wonderful Vicky style she saved me,
because she remembered most of the data and was able to talk about it without the
slides - I was so impressed.
I so appreciated all the times during meetings that she was the one to say what
everyone was thinking but couldn't quite find the right words - she would find the right
words, the right way to say it. I admired her for that.
And then there were the countless times we sat in her office and just talked. She
loved her boys, Will and Joey and talked so often about them. She was so proud of
them and talked so lovingly and warmly about them. She would ask me about my
son and would genuinely listen and want to hear all about him - that is what made
her so wonderful, she cared.
We lost a kind and wonderful soul and heaven gained an angel. I will miss her so
much. My deepest condolences to Will and Joey and her entire family.

Helen Patton - December 21, 2020 at 12:09 AM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Eric Hildebrandt - December 20, 2020 at 05:31 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Eric Hildebrandt - December 20, 2020 at 05:27 PM

“

Vicky was a joy to have known, I worked for her for a few years at SMUD and owe a
debt of gratitude to her for all that she did for me and for our organization. She was
an amazing person, so caring, smart, dedicated, and fun! I’m truly saddened to hear
of her passing. My deepest sympathies to her family.

Obadiah Bartholomy - December 19, 2020 at 09:56 PM

“

This is such sad news. Vicky and I worked closely at SMUD. My sincere heartfelt
condolences to her family and loved ones.

Vicken Kasarjian - December 19, 2020 at 04:03 PM

“

I am deeply saddened to hear of Vicky’s untimely passing. She was a devoted
mother and her world revolved around Will and Joey. My thoughts and prayers for
her two boys and family at this difficult time.

Marla Collins - December 19, 2020 at 03:43 PM

“

I am saddened to learn of Vicky's passing. i was a colleague of Vicky at SMUD. I
always looked forward to meeting with her or having her attend one of my classes.
Always thoughtful, insightful, and candid, I could count on Vicky to enliven any
discussion and offer creative ideas. It was a privilege and a pleasure to work with her
and see her success and impact grow year after year. My deepest sympathy to her
family; I will remember her smiling as she often was.
Susan Bare

Susan Bare - December 19, 2020 at 02:56 PM

“

Vicky was warm, fun, and giving. Above all else she loved her family. She was very
proud of both Will and Joey and spoke about them often. She was proud of how
caring and smart they are and how happy they made her. Condolences to Will, Joey,
Eric and the all of her family.
Jennifer Davidson

Jennifer Davidson - December 19, 2020 at 01:27 PM

“

I worked with Vicky at SMUD. Very smart, well-loved manager. My condolences to
the family. Brenda Fotos

Brenda Fotos - December 19, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

Vicky was a wonderful mentor and a great friend. I owe so much to her. I’ll truly miss
her passion, strength and great sense of humor. I will forever be grateful to Vicky for
being my champion and providing me with challenges that gave me opportunities to
grow. She made a big impact on who I am today. My heart goes out to all who love
her. The loss is immeasurable.
- Lupe Jimenez

Lupe Jimenez - December 19, 2020 at 12:44 AM

“

I found these today from the early 90's.

Faith Kaslar - December 18, 2020 at 08:02 PM

“

10 files added to the album 11

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:22 PM

“

12 files added to the album 10

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:22 PM

“

10 files added to the album 10

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:21 PM

“

11 files added to the album 9

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:20 PM

“

5 files added to the album 8

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:19 PM

“

4 files added to the album 7

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:18 PM

“

6 files added to the album 6

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:17 PM

“

3 files added to the album 5

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:15 PM

“

5 files added to the album 4

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:14 PM

“

3 files added to the album 3

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:13 PM

“

4 files added to the album 2

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:12 PM

“

1 file added to the album 1

keeg8 - December 18, 2020 at 02:11 PM

